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Editorial Review
IMPACT FACTOR EVOLUTION ON MEMORIAS DO INSTITUTO OSWALDO CRUZ

Memodriasdo I nstituto Oswal do Cruz has published, in the 2002-2004 triennium, 602 articles: 582 origina articles,
17 review articles, and 3 editorials. In 2002, its 254 publications were cited 405 times by ISl (Institute for Scientific
Information) indexed journals, according to data from Journal Citation Reports (JCR), June 2005; the citations per
articlevaried from oneto 51, whereasthe 177 publicationsof 2003 werecited 167 times, varying fromoneto 11 citations
per article. Considering that the 430 works published in both years have been cited 572 times, thismeansarate of 1.33
citations per article, indicating an excellent progressin terms of impact factor. In order to cal culate theimpact factor, it
isnecessary to divide the number of timesthe articles published by thejournal are cited in the former two years, by the
number of annual published articles. Memdrias hasreached an index of 0.740, for 2002-2004 period (Tablel, Fig. 1).
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It may be observed in Fig. 1 and Table | that the impact factor of Memdrias do Instituto Oswaldo Cruz has been
increasing over the past years, revealing a significant evol ution from 1994 to 2004. Besides, the number of searchesfor
on-line complete texts, of summary requests, as well as the number of total hits have also been increasing exponen-
tially, showing amonthly variation over thelast 32 months, especially since June 2003, according to Fig. 2 and Tablell,
representing the period from October 2002 until July 2005 (source Bioline I nternational).

According to acorrespondence of August 8, 2005 from Jen Sweezie, Project Coordinator at Bioline I nternational,
The Memodrias do Instituto Oswaldo Cruz is the largest publication on the Bioline International system and we feel
it draws many users to our website. In recent usage statistics, it has the highest number of hits, and we are very
pleased with the journal on our system (see Fig. 2).

Although the quality and relevance of published articles affect how often they are cited in thework of others, many
other factorsalso have an effect on ajournal’simpact factor by affecting the number of citations, the number of source
items, or both (Christopher MM 2003. Theimpact factor: getting agrip.Vet Clin Pathol 32: 98-100). To cite only afew:

« Visibility of thejournal - Itismainly affected by circulation, indexing, and on-line access. Only articlesthat are
“found” can be cited.

* Review articles- They are cited more than twice as often as other articles.

» Casereports- These are the least cited type of publication.

» Method articles - They are not cited more often and do not affect the impact factor differently than do other
origind articles.
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Fig. 2: total cites - October 2002-July 2005

TABLEII « Citation practices- Self-citation, citing articleswith-
Summary of hit statistics (October 2002 - July 2005) out reading them, the tendency to cite English lan-
Access to Requests for guage articles, citing apoor quality study to illustrate
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