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Primary data collection is essential to assist public man-
agers in monitoring diseases and planning services and
actions; even more so in the face of global health crises
such as the one generated by SARS-CoV-2. Databases
with numerous missing data are a major challenge in
epidemiological studies and could result in biased inter-
pretations.

Two years into the pandemic, we now have better
understanding that, due to its biological characteristics
and its socioeconomic effects, it has unequally affected
population subgroups.1 Unemployment, informality
and jobs classified as essential have been linked to
higher mortality from COVID-19, but there is no accu-
rate, reliable information on the number of work-related
cases and hospitalizations in Brazil. This is a very
important information gap in a country where unem-
ployment reached 13.5 million people and 38 million
workers had no formal employment contract at the end
of 2021 (40.6% of the employed population).2

Brazil has several disaggregated databases that have
been used by various institutions to study the impacts
of COVID-19 on different occupations, like e-SUS Notif-
ica, SIVEP-Gripe and SIM. However, these databases
have more than 90%missing data for occupational vari-
ables, such as morbidity indicators, or with great hetero-
geneity among Brazilian states for mortality indicators
(SIM). Data from employment records have been used
as denominators to measure COVID-19 impact, but
only among formal workers. The Census 2020 was can-
celled due to the pandemic emergency and will be car-
ried out in 2022, but the funding assigned to the
project suffered severe cuts. Currently, the latest avail-
able information for work and employment dates from
2010, when there was full employment with low infor-
mality and income growth in the country and does not
*Corresponding author.

E-mail address: aperisse@ensp.fiocruz.br (A.R.S. P�eriss�e).

© 2022 The Author(s). Published by Elsevier Ltd. This is an

open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license (http://

creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/)
1 These authors contributed equally to this work.

www.thelancet.com Vol 11 Month July, 2022
take into account the country’s economic crises since
2015. The universal scope of the Census allows the col-
lection of more accurate individual information, making
the population as a whole visible and enabling broad
access to data, such as demographic and socioeco-
nomic.4 The data collected allows for the calculation of
fundamental public policy indicators, such as age/gen-
der distribution, fertility rate, mortality rate, and life
expectancy. The absence of census data can generate
long-term impacts in the distribution of resources to
municipalities, the parliamentary representation of
each state and the implementation of government pro-
grams such as the new Aux�ılio Brasil.

The most recent effect of the new SARS-CoV-2
Ômicron variant further intensified the unemploy-
ment and adverse effects on several productive sec-
tors, such as civil aviation.3 The lack of occupational
health data in Brazil and in several countries around
the world makes it difficult to guide public policies
about restrictions and flexibility in work environ-
ments. The false dilemma between health and work
imposed by the Brazilian government and the erratic
handling of the pandemic have been responsible for
incalculable human losses and deterioration of the
population’s living and working conditions. Data
gaps prevent accurate scientific analysis of the
impacts of COVID-19 on Brazilian workers.
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