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Ohjcctin.·: Tn Jc1cnnine thl' frt·qucncy of nrycohactcren1ia in AlDS patients with clinica\ snspcction nf disscminatc<l mycohactcrial discasc . 

l\lcthods: A prospcctivc stu<ly was conductc<l at threc inícctious <liscascs services fron1 Nov . 1992 to Dcc. 199 3. Wc sckctc<l AI OS (CDC-87) paticnts with pcrsistcnt fcvcr an<l/or hcpatosplcnomcga ly anujnr anemia an<l/()r pulmonary infiltratr. Paticnts in use of anti-tuherculosis treahnent or quinoloncs wrre. cxcludrd. Thrrr scts of 15 ml of hlood wcrc collcctctl hy VACUTAINER systcn1 n,bcs w ith EDTA . Part of lhe material was dircdly inoculatc<l in a hiphasic mcdiurn (Mid<lkhronk 71110 - soli<l plrnst: anti ~1iu<lkhn><>k 7H9 - liquitJ phasc) an<l anothcr part was proccssc<l hy lysis- ccntrifugation an<l innculatet.l in r..~i<ltllrbrook 7H9 an<l 7H10. 

Results: Thirty thrcc AlDS paticnts wcrc indudc<l . Thcrc wcre 28 (84.8 % ) n1cn. TI1e n1can age was 35 .7 ~ 6.6. Thcre wcrc 24 (72.7%) homo/bissexual rnen. 1 (3.0%) lVDU an<l 8 (24.2%) heterossexual pcrson~ (5 womcn) . Mycohactcria wcrc isolatc<l fron, 20 (60.6% ) . Biochcmical i<lcntification show that 7 (35 % ) samples were ~1AC anti 13 (65 % ) san1ples werc M. tuberculosis (~1tb) the mcan tin1e betwccn thc diagnosis of AIDS an<l thc positive hetnoculturc was 9.3 t 8.7 n10 for Mth and 23.0 -t 10.R mo for MAC. 

C_on101cnts: Thcre are no studics ahout n1ycohacterenlia and only few reports nf confim1r<l MAC dtsease among AIDS pa icn s in Brazil. Our resul s suppor he i<lca ha MAC tlissen1ina ed tlisease like in othcr parts of thc worl<l n1ust be consi<lcrcd as a· possihlc clinicai cvcnt in A lDS paticnts with advanccd diseasc. Howevcr,in areas with high prevalencc of tuhcrculnsis, M. tuberculosis hactcremia is frcqucnt in paticnts with suspcctc<l disscnlinatctl tliscase. 
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